




Conclusions
Following a discussion about monitoring 
and review, the manual concludes:

•	 The impacts of climate change and 
the increased risks to our urban tree 
populations from invasive pests and 
diseases are real and growing.

•	 It is generally accepted that the 
resilience of urban tree populations can 
be increased by the diversification of 
those populations. This diversity can be 
achieved through species diversity, age 
and size diversity, and genetic diversity.

•	 Widely accepted metrics exist to evaluate 
diversity within urban tree populations.

•	 Evidence suggests that diversity in 
urban tree populations is limited, not 
only in the UK but across the world.

•	 The foundation of planning to increase 
diversity is fully understanding the 
situation as it is currently, with a 
supporting evidence base, and answering 
the critical question ‘What have we got?’

•	 To succeed, diversification needs to be 
part of an overall long-term, visionary 
strategic management plan.

•	 Research has indicated that there are 
many species that are not currently 
used or are infrequently used and 
which have the capabilities to thrive 
in the urban environment.

•	 Specifiers need to be more adventurous in 
their species choice and relate that species 
choice to overall diversity objectives.

•	 Diversity in the urban environment 
cannot be achieved through the 
use of native species alone.

•	 Tree nurseries have to be part of the 

dialogue, be involved in discussions 
about species choice and be given the 
confidence to invest in producing an 
increased range of material; contract 
growing made possible by long-term 
planning is a possible solution. 

 
It has been impossible to condense the whole 
manual into this article but I hope a flavour 
of its contents have been presented. I have 
not included any references as this is not 
intended to be an academic paper. These 
will be published in full with the manual.

For further information please contact  
me at keith@barchamtrees.co.uk.  
For information about i-Tree and its use in 
the UK please contact Kenton Rogers at 
Treeconomics: kenton@treeconomics.co.uk.

Sculpted Platanus hispanica, 
Brive, France. Diversity in size, 
shape and form.
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